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October 28, 2019 

Dear Parents, 

 

On Thursday, October 17, many towns along the south shore experienced 

downed trees and power outages causing a cancellation of school. Some families 

experienced outages through the weekend as trees and debris cleanup 

continued. We are glad that our Wampatuck community suffered minimal 

damages and that everyone is back to regular routines. 

 

 The Fall Festival coordinated by PTO 

Events Chair, Courtney Johnson, on Tuesday, 

Oct. 22nd brought families together for many 

fun filled events such as hay rides, face 

painting, crafts, and dancing to music presented 

by DJ, Melissa Fondoulis. Special thanks to 

Courtney Johnson and her volunteers, Musician 

and teacher, Mr. Peter Mundt, Ms. Paulette 

Marino and the Fifth Grade Ambassadors and 

all the families who participated in the event! 

The weather cooperated and lots of fun was 

had! After their fresh air and just as the rain 

came down, families convened in the library for 

Family Night at the book fair. 

 

Thank you to the Wampatuck PTO Book Fair Chairs Mrs. Gail Nikel, Mrs. 

Tara Connaughton, and their cadre of volunteers for hosting the Scholastic 

Book Fair October 21-23. As always, the children are very excited to come to 

the fair to pick out their own books.  

 

 
 
Important Announcement 

Please be advised that the district 

will hold early release Thursdays 

during the school year for 

Professional Development.  

We ask that you mark your calendar 

on the following dates as school will 

dismiss at 11:40am for all ECC 

students (no afternoon session) and 

at 1:35PM for students in K-5. 

   

12/12    1/23     2/27      3/19      

4/16     5/21    6/4 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

 

11/3 Daylight Savings Time –Turn 

your clocks back 1 hour. 
 

11/6   PTO Meeting 
 

11/8   Professional Development – 

No school for students 
 

11/11  Veteran’s Day – School 

Closed 
 

11/22 Lifetouch (K-5) Retakes 
 

11/27 Grades Close 

          Thanksgiving Recess. 

Dismissal at 11:25am. 

School re-opens 12/2 

 

12/6   Report Cards issued 

 

12/12  PreK-5 Parent Conferences 

 

12/23-1/1/2020 Winter Recess 

Students and staff return 

1/2/20 
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As per the Scituate Public Schools Life Threatening Allergy Policy, the upcoming celebration of Halloween will be 

an event without food. Creative celebrations such as crafts, games, and group activities, will give students 

opportunities to have fun with their peers during Halloween.  

 

Wampatuck faculty has been busy strategically planning math instruction to ensure that all students master grade 

level standards. We are using a variety of math materials and programs including Symphony Math, Reflex, Study 

Island, Greg Tang, and Eureka math.  Students move students beyond rote memorization to think about math 

conceptually and consider how these understandings apply to real-life situations.  

 

**Kindergarten students applying number skills to the real-life situation of building a gate 

for pumpkins (related to Halloween poem “Five Little Pumpkins Sitting on a Fence”)  

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Corner - Students in grades 3-5 are developing into vibrant communities of readers and writers.  Through 

texts from a variety of genres, students have continued along on their journey from learning to read to reading 

to learn. Third graders have studied Scituate's rich history and are preparing for their visit to some important 

local landmarks. Fourth graders became immersed in a unit of poetry through Sharon Creech's novel Love That Dog, 

and fifth graders are currently engaged in a multi-disciplinary study of water that will reach from our small town to 

the African continent.    

Additionally, as a result of our district partnership with the Teaching & Learning Alliance, Writers' Workshop is in 

full swing in grades 3-5.  Teachers have been working with student writers to share and analyze authentic literature 

and to model the writing process. Through these mentor texts, student writers are working to discover, develop and 

practice their craft. Currently, all three grades are working to express thoughts, feelings and experiences in 

personal narratives.  

 

The primary grades, K-2 are off to a great start developing as readers 

and writers. Kindergartners are hard at work learning the sounds 

letters and words as well as the names of the 26 letters of the alphabet. 

First graders are beginning to move into word families and learning to 

respond to more sophisticated text. Their writing skills are expanding 

as they learn to write small moment stories with lead-ins and closings. 

Second graders are expanding their literacy skills as they build upon the 

skills they learned in first grade. Fluency, or the ability to accurately 

read at a good rate with expression is often the focus of a second grade 

reader. They continue learning and using comprehension strategies to improve their understanding of all texts types. 



 

 

It is exciting to watch all students grow into readers and writers at their own grade levels as they master the skills 

of strategies of their grade level. 

 

Reminder:  Find Wampatuck on Twitter: @Wampwildcats. Mrs. Donnelly announces her twitter account 

@Wampatuck_Art  

 

 

 

Mrs. Whitney, 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Scituate Public Schools have a commitment to maintaining an educational environment and workplace where bigotry and intolerance, including 

discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, homeless status or disability are not 

tolerated and where any form of intimidation, threat, coercion and/or harassment that insults the dignity of others and interferes with their freedom to learn 

or work is unacceptable. 


